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How Meg Whitman turned
a tiny site into the world’s
greatest flea market

| he eBay Live! convention had the

vibe of a sell-out rock concert—

except the cover band in the main
hall was plaving “Danke Schoen.”
That didn’t dampen the excitement of
the 10,000-plus delegates. Aged 15 to
87, all were users of the online flea ==
market called eBay, peddling every-
thing from pool tables to pork chops.
For three days in June they turned up s =
at Orlando’s Orange County Conven-
tion Center to trade sales tips, go to
copywriting classes—and meet their
messiah, CEQ Meg Whitman. As she
walked onstage, the crowd chanted,
“Meg! Meg! Meg!™ Whitman deflect-
ed the adulation. “You're the star,”
she told the crowd. “You're the secret
to eBay’s success.”

Going, Going,
Gone. .

Most wanted
A sports item is
sold on eBay
gvery second,

Most

expensive .

A Gulfstream Il
jet went for ¥ ® i ) | .
£4.9 million : 4 Her biggest joy?
in 2001, - - g “My boys and my
; G husband,” says
Whitman (at eBay’s
San Jose, Calif.,
headguarters).
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